

On April 14, 1970, Special Agent (SA[ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) determined from the records 
of the Ansonia Station, United States Post Office, i960 Broadway, 
Hew York City, that a change of address was submitted by 6XAHI£Y - 
LEVISON from l84l Broadway, lew York City to 110 Bast 59th Street, 
Hew York City, 14th floor. The change of address for the Park - \+\ 
Management Corporation; Atlantic Coast Realty; Loewl Properties, if: 
Incorporated; Loewl-Velle Corporation and the "L" Realty was to - 
2204 Cedar Avenue, Bronx, Hew York* •., •> - J» /^v-^ . 

* — ,--* - . V-~-: y \r- ■ 

i' The Bronx telephone directory lists JREKB\BRO0K IHS ' 

at the address of 2204 Cedar Avenue. M*f { JL) < 
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Hi " v 



. . , According to STANLEY LEVTSON, he was getting out of .* 
the real estate business and going Into business with JOE H1XKR 
J" bu y^ ^to a brokerage house and he, "misS, 
was going to take an office with PIUTER. -— • . - . ^ i"'„ • *.. 
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4. v.;v 
- , * * 



MY 160-11U80 




- < 



aber of confident 1»1 ■rtiiw.-.'* '-»._ w- . - 



f«#«S2j? r °f c 2e"0«»tUl source^ who hiW*furniihed • 
f!«LH lformft i lon 1x1 the P* Bt «» d *ho Are familiar with " • 
CP activities and peraonalitiea in the Hen YorkCitrareaWr;- V 



•■* . v. n ^» ~ 



■ • ■ - * - 




t — j — ^ r- . ** 



r" it: . 
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UNITED 8TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDI1AL BUKXAU OF INVESTIGATION 



JBtAk Bufile 100*3924S2 
NYfile 100-111180 



Mew York, New Tork 
May 6, 1970 



-- - _.-v- < - i 



Title 



'Mi 



SO&ET v 



Btanley David Levison 



Agent (SA)i 
at New Yorfc? 



Charmcter 
Reference 



Racial Natter 
Internal Security-C 
la made to report of Special 
dated and captioned a* above 



*~ ^ jouree. (except anjr 11. ted belov) whose identities 




P?4 



- 'SftREIJ 



■i 
f ,f 



ft 



FD- 122 (Rev. Il-K -OV 
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•4* MM «• »» 



UNITED STATES 



G<xj-RNMENT 

Memorandum 




to A i\*f**- 100-392^52 > a*** 6/18/71 

pro^!^ sac. hew YORK (100-111180) 



subject: STANLEY DAVID A.EVI SON 
EM.IS-C 
(00:NY) 




Re: 



I — | It is recommended that a Security Index Card be 
ptepxied on Ibe above-cap tiooed individual. 



r~}Tbe Security Index Card on the captioned individual should 
jT be changed at follows (ipccify change miy)i 



Name 


Aliases 

- * 


Q Native Ran 
1 iNstBTsbied 
a Alien 


Tab 

OriWtyl 

1 1 Priority D 

\ 1 Priority m 


□ ana O iff Omn CD*l* DW D«c . 

OAWC □ COMMUNIST □ KW □ PPA □«» OWWP 

O »NT □ J F C □ aliseellsneoua tSfciiyt _ 


Date of Birth 


Place of »inh 


Race 


Sea 

O stale 

□ roalt 


bo si Dt st Address, Nsac of Employing Concern and Address, 
Naaare of Caxployasent. and Union Affiliation, if any. 

UNIVERSAL NICKEL CORPORATION 
919 3rd AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Residence Address 

■ - 1 


Key rncttity Data 

Geographical Reference Nassber Responsibility ^fsj 



RCfl STERf D MAR, 

•^Bureau 
1-Nev York 






****** AH INFORM 




s, FD-366 (Rev. 




HMamfy^lamm 
**Nn. ' 



Vh Ctf ~ D STATES DEPARTMENT OF ^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NEW YCRK, HEW YORK 
August I8 f 1971 



Bufile 100-392^52 
NYfile 100-111180 



SUBJECT: 

CHARACTER: 

REFERENCE: 



STANLEY DAVID LEVI SON 
EM, IS-C 

NEW YORK REPORT DATED 5/6/70 



Referenced communication contained subject's residence and/or employ me at 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being aet forth below (change 
only specified): 



Residence: 



Employment: UNIVERSAL NICKEL CORPORATION 
919 3rd AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

fee, sfr^S 



* ■5«tlat sM» tsr 




hi 



Tki§ doc mm Hi contain* mkktr recom m e nd* ions mar eancUuiano sf tkt FBI. V to Ifct 
U loaned to yaw agency; u and k* eanuntt art mat to t* diatriauud oatiim yam 



aft** W 



4-750 13-7-79) 



( 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL UMEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



7 Page(e) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or note of the following statements, 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



E3 Deleted tinder exemptions ) 



he - 



with no segregable 



materia) evailable for release to you. 



EZ3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



□ Document! s) originating with the following 



agencyiiea) 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



PageKs) referred for consultation to the following government sgency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reaaon(s): 



I I For your information: 



ED The following number is to be used for reft 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



DELETED PAGEXS) { 
NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 
FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 





UNITED STAT0 GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



6 




DIRECTOR , FBI (100-392W52) 



se«!et ' 



bats: 



SAC, KEW YORK (100-111180) (P) M*«™ wn *^iv 

urcm to* 1 5B0BI ' 

IS-C v 
(00;KY) 

RcKYrep of SA JAMES F. O'COMKELL, dated 5/6/70. 



is 






4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL ftUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION MEET 



J. Page<e) withheld entirely at tfaia location in the file. One or more of the following etatemeuta, 

indicated, explain this deletion. 



El Deleted under exemption* a) 



LL 



with no aecrefable 



material available for releaee to you. 



D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the aubject of your requeat 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name ia Hated in the title only. 



f 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(iee) 

i/were forwarded to them for direct 



reeponae to you. 



Page<B) referred for conaultation to the following government agency<iea); 



aa the information originated with them. You will 



be adviaed of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page<B) withheld for the following reaaon(a): 



O For your information: 



C3 The following number ia to he need for reference regarding tneae 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



DELETED PAGE(S) 

NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 

FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



KM 22 (Rev. 6-13-71) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

'"Memorandum 



SE^ET ' 




cm. raj (sonic* 1\}\J— yi£A±^C 



9 UATt: A/.>/f« 



Ma iwoaunoi comi» 

HMIH is U*»iJ*<iTf m , 
HEW YORK (100-111180) m g* XXCEPT RHERI SHOO > " 

STANLEY DAVID TjE VIS ON ^^4f?!r$l? X>V Lor 

»■« • - m i to b 



(00: HEW YORK) 




* t: AMX ADSX 

f . :oaata4: | PSl Card ID » Card changed (specify change only) Q *» b j* ct wo« < (succinct nnmuT attached) 



sses 



□ llaUve »ara 

i i riintniisi " 



Tab 



t i riioniy u 




3 ANA 



□ »pp 

□ COMMUNIST 
D JFC 



0** 

□ NO! 



□ O PRN Dwc 

Oppa □« Oipl 

(~| Miscellaneous ($p*eifyf 



ie of Birth 


Place of girth 


Race 


Sex 
















□ Foalf 



sineai Addrrtt. Name of Employing Concern aad Address, 
'lure of tjaploymeai. and Union Affiliation, if any. 



Residence Address 



NOT 
U JAN 7 B72 



i ^ Facility 

Geographical Reference Nnaher 



J3- 



£/-Bur 



Bureau (RM) 




.to 




m 

;3 




tut wwn * ****"*** 
•ft* H«. m. mm tr '/^ 

UNITED STATw GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



irector, FBI (100-392*52) 



( © 

A© 



fVej 



TDONFIENTIAL 



no 



C SEW YORK (100-111180) (C) 
•u»JE»r: STANLET DAVl/xEVISON 

■efekerce: Hew York report of SAj 



ill laroraunoR ooranax) | 

HERIIH IS UICUSSUX^ ✓ 
XZCEFr«HZ3iI5UCfP > 



v«/7o. 



This letter U submitted in lieu of a report inasmuch as ao 
pertinent daU baa been developed aince date of referee oed com on i- 
cation. FD-305 eccloaed. 



■ ESIDERCE: 
EMPLOYMENT: 



B Subject'e employment E residence 
Bourc 

□ 8ubj 



remains the aame. 




\ 



DC 
70 



ICTIVITT: 




^ a) Op. 



tcissn ixtr 

iEASOI-FCM H 



1 



bio 




««T S 1972 |, : | 




*£3 



CONrtjtNTIAC 

. ' ' ' » T".- - ■ • . . ■ . • _ . " " - *» . . * " ' I T * - -1 - .»-*-.. 



FD-305 <IUv. l]*2a-7l> 




6 



mr loo-iii 



I. GO Subject** same is included in the AD EX 
t OC The data appearing oo the ADEX Card are current. 

• SeVureV." 'V ADEX C " d " e »d For- FD-ltt .Emitted id 
4. S3 A aaitable phoiograpft JfJ is ig ^ BvailaNc - ' • - - ♦ ■„ , ^ 
Date photograph was taken ' 



CONf^pW. 



»>. .' * « - ■ * ■ t 



5. O Subject is employed in a hey facility and fefTj I ' 
charged with security responsibility, Ut W M^U^Ji{f^ 



6. □This report is classified 
fa/ore reason) 



7. O Subject previously interviewed (dates) ^ ~: * 

C3 Subject was not ^interviewed bee ante Utmie t*a***\ a # wj • "~ * " 



S. □ Tain case ao longer meets the ADEX criteria and a 

letter has been directed to the Bnrea a recommend ng cancellation: 
f umnmaaaansssmnmnmmmmnumKMH^^M—. — _ . 




10. 2D Subject's ADEX ctrd is tabbed Category ni Fill n*i 1 1 en iv — * 
0Q Subject', activities warrant such tabbiag because fsiarTWaaonajTsee #9 abOW.T i 1 



,! - CD Security Flaah Notice (FD-1©5) to Identificatioa Diviaion: 

g) Submitted 5/ g flf te) _ Placed Q V.. " QM o 

12. O S-bject is Extremist ia Category I of ADEX and Stopjlotiac L^met&scod 



4-750(2-7-70) ~ ^ 

\ \ XXXXXX 

FEDERAL tUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

7 Pagefe) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or note of the following ■tntenenU, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

E) Deleted under exemptions) with no segregable 

■aterial available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the aubject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name in listed in the title only. 



I I Document* s) originating with the following government agency<iea) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Pmgeis) referred for consultation to the following government agencyiies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page<s) withheld for the following reaaon(s): 



D For your information: 



C9 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 



DELETED PAGEXS) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR THIS PAGE 



rat/DOJ 



0 



0 



C0I#ENT1AL g&SSSKSP 

«T-r?T WHO* SHOO V ' 
SUPPLEMENTAL CORRELATION SUKKARY r^t^sx ^ - . 
(See Correlation Summaries dated 3/31/60, 2/l2/^^W*9/i/67- -1 . 
filed as 100t392**52-127, 239 *nd 286 respectively) - 



1 ck 



Main Pile Mo: 100-392^52 :/ ,\. I>ate: '^iff^^y^ 

Subject: ^Ua^^^^^Levlaon ^ Date Searched: 11/22/T1 m 

All logical variations of subject's name and aliases were searched 
and identical references were found as set out on page 2: 



This 16 a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all "see" references to the subject In Bureau files under the names ... 
and aliases listed on page 2. All references under these names 
containing data Identical with the subject have been Included except 
any Indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
HOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY • References indicated in the block as 
SI contain the same information as the foregoing serial although •* "* 
the Information may have been received from a different source. 

THIS SUKKARY HA S BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OP - ■ 
GOVERNMENT AM) IS MoT SUITABLE FOR ^SEkIKATIOn, IT is Pglggto TO 
WhNiS H A SYNOPSIS OF The INfoKkAHoM Wt _ M E ACH 1 REPEREKCrW " 
ISTRKK V CASES ThE 6fQ61HAL SERIAL VILL CONTAIN TriE IN F6RkATI0N IN ~ ■ 
bote DETAIL. • ~ ~~ 



Analyst 



Supervisory Cleric 




ee page 30 of search slip. 



a ot sett ADEX orlterla. » C J| | 



•4t' m 




Mfeftt 




JUN 12 1972 



...X •■»«' y 



o 



1/ i Bon^Stanley David 

f&/ :^onT Stanley 

01/ 'nson, Stan 

CI' maon, Stanley 
GL' nson, Stanley C. 
Qv nson, Stanley D. 
Ol neon, Stanley David 
Ci- nson, Stanley 0. 

Ol -sion, Stanley 
CI/ son. One 



o 



/6>Levieon, S. 
GLevison, S. D. 
OLevieon, Stan 
t . CTLevison, Stanely 
vison, Stanley 
i jr ©Le vison, Stanley B. 
@Le vison, Stanley D. 
Oi>e vlaon, Stanley B. 
C2Le vison, Stoney 
(PLewison, Stanley 




EN71AL 



/I 



Info 



ABBREVIATIONS 



, Additional information appearing In 
this reference which pertains to 
Stanley David Levi a on can be found In 
the main file or elae where In this 
summary. This information nay have 
been received from a different source. 

.Southern Christian Leadership Conference 



RELATIVES WHO HAVE BUREAU MAIN FILES 



• The relationship of Stanley Levlson was set forth in a 
t -lal of the s»in file on his relative, as follows: ^ 

y 2 RELATIONSHIP REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP 

PAGE NUMBER 



Bennett 



Twin Brother 



(26^ 



2- 



0 



o 



CON 



the following additional tain files on relatives of Stanley 
David Levi son were disclosed during preparation of this summary: 



NAME 

Pearl Bennett 
Beatrice Levi son 



RELATIONSHIP 
Sister-in-law 
Wife 



FILE KUKBER 

100-440557 
100-440509 



GLOSSARY 

Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr President of SCLC, Atlanta, Oa 

/ 



LI 




REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE KUKBER 





advised that on 10/5/66, Stanely Levlson planned 
to hold a Re ling at his office, 184 1 Broadway, NYC. Hunter Pitta 
O'Dell (100-358916) was to attend this meeting the purpose of which 
was unknown* { 

Add. Info. 



100-358916-351 p-D,0,l,13,l4 
(23* 



a 



9 



o 

1 CON^CtNTIAL bJ 

On 10/29/661 ■advised that Martin Luther King, Jr. fc^ 

had stated to Stanley "LeviBon ^locality not given) that Richard Rue sell, 
t a multl -millionaire , was in favor of organizing a new company which 
; would be half owned by the SCLC. The source further advlaed that on 
} 11/12/66 Levi ton and Russell conferred as to a time when, they could 
1 discuss In detail Russell's willingness to set up a business for the SCLC.* 



This serial revealed that Russell was the owner of the 
American Dodge, Inc., Hartford, Conn. 

Add. Info. 



1 

1 100-W5393-5* p.1,4,5 

SI 100-445393-109 P- 28, 29 
<17f (Add. info.) 

Bureau memo dated 4/27/67 concerned Martin Luther King and 
Stanley David Levi eon. Xing had been under active and tight control of 
the communists with Levlson, a lawyer in New York and secret member 
of the CP, writing King's speeches and statements made to the public. 
They met at the inn at the Xennedy Airport* and generally went over 
matters and various decisions as to what King was to do and say at 
various places. Levlson was a smooth, clever manipulator behind Xing 
in his activities. 



105-138315-5823 P.2 



• NYC 

fc?0 

1 I former, advised that on 5/11/67 Stanley Levlson 

J and AndreT^oung^Txecutive Assistant to Martin Luther King, were in 
H I contact (locality not given). Young disclosed that Cora Veiss contacted 
H him and advised that the North Vietnamese representatives in Stockholm, 
Sweden, would like to meet with a group from the US peace movement on 
5/15/67 in Paris, France. The North Vietnamese wanted an appraisal of 
the situation in the US. Levlson did not have faith In Veiss 1 Judgment 
and felt she contrived the meeting. On 5/12/67 Levlson, Young and 
King discussed the above meeting. Levlson suggested that a group of 
responsible and reasonable people make an honest appraisal of the 
4 peace sentiment in this country and offer It to the North Vietnamese 
• through an agency like the UN. Levlson promised to contact Veiss In 
an effort to dissuade her from making the trip to Paris and to urge 
her to follow recommendations that more influential people Communicate 

(continued) } 



V 9 . 

(continued) .lkiJ\fcNTIAfc 
through the UN. 

This serial revealed that Weiss was the wife of Peter Weiss 

(13&-A697). 



Add* info. 



138-4897-22 ep.22,23 
U7f 




_ Advised that on 7/19/67 there was a contact fall> 

between Ann Jones, wife of Clarence Jones, and Stanley Le Vinson 
(locality not given). Jones remarked "it is this weekend for Harlem". 
She wanted Martin Luther King to know "what is brewing in New York. 
Everybody was looking for somebody like Malcotn X, but they would 
settle for King. All the rest of the leaders from Stokley (Cannlchael) 
through Whitney (Young) were 'for the birds 1 ." 

157-6-34-2092 p.l 
(2Bf 



Bureau memo dated 6/28/67 revealed that Stanley Levi son 
and Clarence Jones, advisers to Martin Luther King, Jr., recently 
held a conference (locality not given) regarding future activities of 
SCLC. Jones indicated that H. Rap Brown, leader of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (100-439190) had been so won over 
by the Progressive Labor Party, a pro -Chinese Marxist -Leninist group, 
that he was not only useless but dangerous. Levison commented that 
Brown's actions were due either to immaturity or to insecurity* 

Add. info. 



100-439190-1*47 P.lW.2,3 
(12* 




Add. info. 



100-361072-178 p.3 "3 

<2i<jr 

(continued) 





bl 




AAA <nfn 



fe>* 

w r w 

On 1/10/681 ^advised that TUdJa Crowder, who 

was affiliated with IBeTTewTork Committee for a Sane Kuclear Policy, 
discussed with Stanley Levi son a National Conference for Mew Politics 

j nauiDun o^uaic u«* t mv> t/^/w, wci choc vi 

Dr. Benjamin Spock and those indicted with him for urging resistance 
to the military draft. Crowder wanted Martin Luther King to attend 
the rally so King and Spock could unite on a platform and provide 
new leadership for the peace movement. Levison opposed this Idea 
and suggested publishing a clear militant statement of the Issues 
involved, signed by a hundred major leaders throughout the country. 
On 1/10/66 Levison counseled King regarding this proposed meeting 
Indicating that King had to back Spock but he was not happy about 

of his suggested statement. 



* ~lso received King's opinion 



Add. Info. 



105-138315-8754 p.l,2;ep.l-4 
(17 f 



^_ laavisea *nat on i/«/oo ovamey uevxvon f 

(locality not given; was contacted by an unknown Individual from 
London, England, who stated he had come to the US on behalf of a 
canon of St. Paul's Cathedral named Collins. He was concerned with 



(continued) 



(continued) 



a proposed see ting In London, at the end of February, 1968, to establish 
an International Ad Hoc organization for the purpose of conducting * 
sass media campaign against the Vietnam War. He told Levi son of 
negotiations or discussions having been carried on in Western Europe 
and In the US regarding the above proposed meeting. 




Add. info. 



109 -12-241 -270X p.l,2;ep.l-4 
(17f 



_____ advised that on 1/31/68 William Rutherford, 
Executive rector, SCLC, Atlanta, informed Stanley Levi son of NYC, 
that Martin Luther King, Jr. would have "a clergy march on Monday "» 
This march wa6 apparently In connection with King's visit to WDC. 

This serial revealed that on 2/5 - 6/66 the Clergy and 
Laymen Concerned About Vietnam (105-170160) held a conference and 
demonstration In opposition to the war in Vietnam in WDC. 



b">6 



Add. Info. 



105-170160-26 p,l;ep.l 
(W 




if?t> 



_ advised that on 2/23/68 Stanley Levison was 

going to meet Kartin" Luther King, Jr. at the Kennedy International 
Airport, NYC, to take him to the "Freedomwaya" Magazine sponsored 
affair at Carnegie Hall, NYC, that night. On 2/24/68 Levison 
commented to Clarence Jones about this affair on 2/23/68. Referring 
to King's speech Levison said that King read his speech as if he 
did not understand what he was reading and that King had never read 
anything as badly. 

This serial revealed that "Freedomways 1 * was published by 
Freedomways Associates, Inc. (100-434819), and the aforementioned 
affair was in observance of the 100th Anniversary of the birth of 
W.E.B. DuBolS. 



Add. info. 



100-1134819-198 p.l,2 S ep.l,2 
(5f 
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0 O y 

CUNJ^NTIAL 

The following reference s In the file captioned "Racial « 
ters, Atlanta" pertain to the activities of Stanley Levi son, a 

York confidant and advlaer to Martin Luther King from 4/5- 
c In Atlanta, Qa. Levi eon attended an SCLC Executive Staff 
ting and participated In discussions with SCLC Executive Board 
:>ers and Executive Staff members. Xing had been assassinated* 

Levi son was reportedly proceeding to King's funeral, 

'HENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

-6-2-2418 p,2,3 
-2428 p. 19 
-2449 p.l;ep.3,9 

r. 4/4/68 




The following references in the file captioned "Poor 
les Campaign" (POCAK) pertain to the activities of Stanley 
eon from approximately 1/31/68 to 6/13/68 In Georgia and Sew 

Livison, a long-time secret CP member, was the principal 
iser to Martin Luther King, Jr. lie was In frequent contact 
SCLC headquarters advising SCLC leaders regarding finances 
the POCAM which was sponsored by SCLC* Levi son refused to be 
further assistance to the SCLC unless Ralph D. Abernathy, SCLC 
5ldent, exercised proper control over the organisation to avoid 
r decisions. 



-RENCE 

-8428-109 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-l6l p.l,2;ep,l,2,4 
-248 p.l;ep,l,2 
-323 p.l;ep.l,2 
-392 ep.2,3;outgoingp.2 
-453 P.l,2;ep.l-3 
-700 p. l,2;ep. 1-3, outgoing p. 1-3 
-709 p.l,2;ep, 1,2, outgoing p. 1,2 



-709 . , 

-1095 P. 2 
-2409 «P.1#2 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



18 £ 
1 ' 

18' 

it: 
1B7 

I8f 
1** ' 



Hunter Pitts O'Dell (100-358916) and Stanley Levison (locality 
given) were to meet on 12/7/66 to discuss O'Dell f a relationship *M 
h the SCLC and the possibility that O'Dell could re-affiliate 
n the SCLC and b ecome Involved with a planned movie on the life of 



win Luther King. 



100-353916=373' P. 1 
(5K 



-6- 



conTjJntial 

The following references in the file captioned "Black 
nationalist Movement" pertain to a discussion between Stanley 
Levlson and Larry Horowitz from Detroit, Mich., on 2/24/69 (locality 
not given) regarding proposing a statement to counteract Negro anti- 
Semltlam* levlson was to help Horowitz prepare the above statement 
placing the blame for the rash of anti-Semitic statements by militant 
blacks on the Christian community* The statement was to be Issued 
by the members of high standing in the Negro community and published 
over the period of 4/4 - 5/69 In the leading newspapers in the 
country* Levlson' s proposed contacts for endorsing this statement 
mere set out. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PACE NUMBER 

157-8415-3 1 *- 1 * 1 * p.l;ep.l cover pg.l (lBf 
-56 p.l;ep.l,2 (18J 





/ This serial revealed that Vachtel mas the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, NYC, formed for the 
purpose of developing a philosophy and technique of non-violent civil 
rights protests. 



157-6-2-2678 p.l;«p.l,2 



The following references In the file captioned "Martin 
Luther Xing, Jr." pertain to the activities of Stanley David Levlson 
mith King and/or his associates from approximately 8/22/44 to 6/25/69 
In Florida, Georgia and New York. Levlson mas the principal adviser 
to King in connection with SCLC problems and activities. He authored 
speeches and statements for King and advised him concerning his. Kings, 
position on Vietnam and the Middle East. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-106670-2828 p.E,3,6-ll, 13-17,19, 

23,29,30 
-2831 p.l;ep.l-3 
-283* p.l;ep.l,2 
•2835 p.l;ep.l,2 

(continued) 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE WJMBBR 



100-10667O-2836 p.l;ep.l-3 

-2663 p.l,2;ep.l-3 



-2867 ep.2 
-2879 p.i;«p*i#2 
-2881 p.ljep.l 
-2884 p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-28b9 p.l;outgoing p.l 
-2894 p.l;ep.l,2,outgoing p.l,z 

-2697 p.l,2;ep.l-3 • 
-2912 p. If outgoing P-i#2 
-2913 p.l, outgoing p. 1,2 
-2916 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2935 p.l, outgoing p.lf2 
-2958 p.l;ep.2,3 
-2970 p. 1,2 (Summary) 
-2996 p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-2997 p.l, outgoing p. 1,2 
-3007 p.l,2;ep.l,4 
-3017 p.l;ep.l-3 , _ 
-3027 p.l; outgoing p. 1,2 

•3038 p.l 

-3043 p.l;ep.l,3 

-3045 p.l;ep.l,3 

-3067 p.ljep.1,2 m . 0 

-3075 p. l;ep. 1,2, outgoing p. 1,2 

-3096 p.l;ep.l,2 

-3108 p.l,2;ep.l-4 

-3111 p.l,2;ep.l-4 

-3200 p. l;ep. 1,2, outgoing p.l,z 

-3286 p.l,2;ep.l-4 
-3289 P.lf2 
-3341 p.l;ep.l-3 

-3379 P.l , c 
.3402 p.l,2;ep.l-5 
•3595 P.l#2 
-3617 P.l#2 



The following references tn g-^^SS wUn^ng 
Scott King" pertain to the activities of Stanley ^ £ 

and her associates from /PP^ximately ^W 0 ^^ SCLC Research 
Georgia and New York, ^iaon was directors of the Martin 

Committee. He was a leyber of thi ^'ieon frequently advised and 
Luther King, Jr., Memorial Center. £ vi »° n he r speeches and 

counseled King on a variety of matters. He wrote n *~ 

(continued) 
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tinued) 



red suggestions on her book "My Life with Martin Luther King, Jr." 
*b praised by Martin Luther King, Sr., father of Martin Luther King, 
and disliked by the Individual In charge of the Memorial Center. 



HENCE 

D&052-35 P. 2, 3 
•36 p.l 
-44 ap.1,3 
-45 P.l 
-46 p. 1-3 
-59 P. 1,2 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




bnt> 




_ — advised that during the first part of June, 
, Stanley Levison (locality not given) discussed with Harry 
lei certain aspects of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial 
er (KLKMC) and Vincent Cordon Harding's (100-446519) connection 
ewlth. Levison commented on Harding's general demeanor. 



Acd. Info. 



100-448519-11 P.B,2,7 



The following references in the file captioned "Communist 
iuence in Racial Matters" pertain to Stanley P. Levison from 
roximately 1/17/66 to the latter part of January, 1970 in Georgia, 
York, Virginia and VDC. Levison was on the 5CLC Executive 
ff as a Director and general supervisor of the SCLC NYC office, 
acted as an adviser and consultant to the SCLC leadership 
luding the late Martin Luther King, Jr. and King's widow, Coretta 
tt King, on matters concerned with strategy, organization, finances, 
ides and activities. Levison helped organize the Southern 
istian Leadership Foundation, the tax arm of SCLC. He wrote SCLC 
eches and participated In SCLC meetings and affairs. He was note$ 
one of the most devoted supporters and advisers of SCLC. Levison 
o was on the National Executive Board of the American Jewish 
£ress. 

« 

(continued) 
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REFERENCE 




-2131 P.1;«P.1*2 
-2135 P-l;ep.Ij* 
-2136 p.l;ep.l,4,5 
-21*1 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-21*9 p.l,2;ep.l-3,5 
-215** p.l;ep.l-3 , 
-2167 p.l;ep.l,2,4 
-2169 p.l 

-2176 p.l,2;cp,l-3,5, 
-2183 p.l,2;ep.l-3 




o 



CONf^NTiAL 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



.2506 p.l 
-2572 p.B,E,lA,47,*9 
-2631 p.ljep.1,2 



.l;ep.l,2 

.8,1,5.6,8-11,15.16 
1 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 



NTIAL 



p.l;ep.l,2 
-2640 p.ljep.1,2 
-2672 p.l;ep.l,2 

r\-t c L _ « r« r» 1 Q 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 





The following references in the file captioned Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference" pertain to the activities of Stanley 
David Levison in connection with this organization from approximately 
6/19/65 to the middle of September, 19 10 In G eorgia, Illinois 

.van la, Virginia and VDC. m W fe.) 

Levison was a former cianaestTnemember 01 tne a? ^ y 
wno gr&vitaTea to the SCLC. He subsquently became the principal 
advisor of Martin Luther King, Jr. on SCLC activities and policies 
Including agreeing with violence and preparing a statement on the 

emergence of anti-ssmitism. Levison was a member of the Executive 

Committee of SCLC Board of Directors and general supervisor of the 

NYC SCLC Office. He participated in the initial organization of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Foundation, the "tax arm" of SCLC. 
He attended SCLC meetings, wrote speeches and statements for and gave 
advice and counsel to SCLC leaders on policy and finances. Levison 
was dissatisfied with the administration of SCLC President Ralph D« 
Abernathy and Abernathy detested him. Levison appeared to be 
continuing a determined effort to achieve a stronger influence in SCLC 
operations. Levison also was on the Executive Board of the American 
Jewish Congress. 



REFERENCE 

100-43879^-1663 p.l;ep.l,2 

-IT63 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
•1773 p.l;ep.l-3 
•1775 p.l;ep.2,3 
•1779 p,l;ep.l,2 
•1791 p. l;ep. 1,2 
•1794 p. 1,2 

•1795 P. 1*2 

•1796 p.l,2;ep.l,2 

•1769 P.1-3;*P.1,3 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 

100-438794-1820 -p.l 

-1828 -p. 1,2 
-1832-p.l 
-l836-p.l;ep.l,2 
-l838.p. 1-3, 6-12, 14-46,48,49 
-l843-p.l,2;cp.l,3 
-l86l-p.l;ep.l-3 
-l866-p.l;ep.3,4 
• -I871^ep.l 
-1873' p.E,l, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17-20 j 

22-25,28-30,34,35 
-1879 P.l;ep.l-3 
-1911~p. 13, 14 

-1917-p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-1927-p.l 
-1928 p. 1-3 
-1930 p.l;ep.l,3 



0 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




-2030 p.J.;epo,** 
-2037 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2068 p.C,10,15 
-2083 p.B,2-19,21-30 
-2090 p.l;ep.2,3 
-2106 p.l 
-2114 p.l;ep.l 
-2118 p.l 
-2127 p.l 
-2136 p.l;ep.l,6 
-2137 P. 1,2 
-2145 p.l;ep.l-3 
-2146 p.l;ep.5 
-2150 p.l;ep.l-5 
-2151 p.l;cp.l-3 
-2152 p. l,2;cp. 1-8, outgoing 
-2155 p.l,2;ep.l-6 
-2161 p.l,2;cp.l-5 
-2179 P. 1,3 
-2195 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-2197 P.l;ep.l,2 
-2198 p.l, 2, outgoing pg. 
-2201 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2219 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2224 p.l 
-2233 p.l;ep.l,2 



P. 2 



1.2 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 

100 -436794 -2238 -p . 1 , 2 

-2239-p.c, 10,11 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



-2242- p. 
-2296-p. 
-2312-p. 
-2335 p.: 

-2345-p. 
-2360 -p. 
-2360 p. 
-2389^ep 
-2453' P. 
-2475^ 
-2476- p. 

-2477-p. 

-2493'P. 
-2509-p. 

-2510 -p. 
-2521-p. 
-2524-p. 
-2528-p. 
-2592 -p. 
-2596 -p. 
-2645 p. 
-2691 
-2709 
•2715 
-2726 

-2729 
-2770 



P. 
P 
P 
P 
P 
P 



,2;ep.l-7 

,2;ep.l-3 
;cp.i#2 

1,10, 11, 14-20,23, 
4,27,28,35 
,3-29,33 
;cp.l,2 
;cp.l 
1,2 
;ep.l 



,2;ep. 3,4,11 

;«p.i,2 

,2;ep,l,2 

;ep.l,3 

;ep.2,3 

;ep.l,2 

;ep.l,2 

,2 

;cp.l 

;ep.l,5 

,2;ep.l-3 



;cp.l-3 
;ep.l,2 

-5 

;ep.l,2 



-2771 p.x 

-2792 p. E,P,1, 6,7, 11, 14-20,24, 

26,27,37 
-2802 p. 2 
-2815 cp.2 
-2817 p.l;ep.l,3 
-2837 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-2870 p.l 
-2912 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2924 p. E,l, 6,11, 16-18, 20, 25,35 
-2954 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2961 p. 3 
-2988 p.l;ep.l,4 
-3096 p. E,l, 4,6,14,25 
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REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 



^NTJAL 



The following references on Stanley Levi son maintained in 
the Special File Room of the Records Branch, Piles and Communications 
Division, were not reviewed, and it is not known whether they are 
identical with the subject of this summary, , . ..j, 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-106670-2092 (2f 



See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same Information (SI) that is set 
out in the main file. Although the information is the same it may have 

been received fro™ different sources. 
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• Subject, who 1b 61 years old, has never been Interviewed. In view 
of hia close association with Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, and officials 
of the SCLC, It is felt that an Interview would not be productive and 
could cause embarrassment to the Bureau* Accordingly, no attempt willj 
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/£mg 'Influence? 9 Narned 




By Uurexf Si«m 

The mysterious political 
Influence w hosf name thf FBI 
secretly invol.H to persuade 
Robe; > F. Kennrdv lo permit 
the wiretapping of Martin 
Luther King Jr. mas • New 
York lawyer who had been a 
elate friend and supporter of 
King <Q> 
. fne it Stanley!* 1 j**" ■ 
civil rights aclivlst w ho helped 
F.ing aince the days of the 
tyrmingham bus bmeott with 
free legal and financial ad- 
vice, according to a in book 



account whose accuracy was 

confirmed yesterday'by a 
former high-ranking Justice 
Department of final. 

The issue ot King's bugging 
and wiretapping during the 
Kennedy and Johnson ad- 
ministrations was revived last 
week in the Senate in- 
telligence committee, which 
maintained the high 
classification on Levison's 
identity accorded it by the 
FPL - 

A spokesman for the 
committee said vesterdav that 
the identity of the King 



associate who triggered the 
wiretap and bugging was 
being kept secret for "national 
tecunty" reasons rather than 
privacy grounds. 

Levison s role in the King 
surveillance was described m 
detail, however, in the 1971 
book "Kennedy Justice" bv 
New York writ*r Victor 
Navasky. The account 
received virtually inattention 
m the news media and neither 
the FBI nor Justice Depart- 
ment has previously eom- 

•ee KING, AS, Cat t 



b 
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Alleged 'Influence*?' of 



Rev. King 



Is Identified \ 

All INFORM 




1 ii*. 



i _ 



8 4 FEB 
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KM 



KJNC. From Al 

men ted on Navasky "s account. ' 

In the wiretap requests of 
Oct. ? and W. 1963. which bore 
•the signed approval of Robert 
.F. Kennedy, then Attorney 
'General. FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said the sur- ' 
veillance was necessary "in 
siew of the possible Com- i 
munist influerx-e in the racial ' 
situation." Copies of the 
authorization released by the 
Senate committee last week 
deleted the identity of the 
person named in Hoover 1 
request. / • 

Hom er memoranda hrariitg 
the initialed approval Jit 
Kennedy's successor, 
Nicholas Katzenhack. also 
said the installation of a bug ' 
was nrro<jr> m a New York * 
City hotel ruum because of the 
iniluvnve on King of 
duiduals with subversive 
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In the testimony bit week 
•nfhe w.retap ind bugging 
cave the suspected associate 
•f'Kmg mss described as a 
"secret Communist" although 
there was never any evidence 
cited puWffiv thai King or his 
movement. 4he Southern 
Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, wai ever under any 
farm of Communist influence. 

KaUenbach testified last 
meek that as a deputy to 
, Kenneds he ret ailed seeinc in 
1162 "one or more memoranda 
stating, in substance, that an 
important secret member of 
the Communist Part>. knoun 
to be such to the FBI. was in 
rJo*e contact with Dr. King 
• and might be influencing the 
.* actions of Dr. King s 
movement in mays amicable 
*lo the interests of the Soviet 
Union and contrary to those of 
the United States." 
Kalzenbach said that 
-| Robert Kennedy had a 
I member of the Justice 
{Departments civil rifhts 
' division Call upnr King and 
suggest that "H was not in hu 
interest nor in the interest of 
his movement to have further 
contact with this person " 
Katzenbach did not name the 
person. 

\ King followed the 
tfugeestion for a while. Kat- 
zenbach testified, but then 
resumed his contacts. , 
Afterward Homer prepared 
"a detailed memorandum 
about Dr. King, referring to 
the fact of Communist in- 
filtration in the movement and 
discus? ing questions of moral 
character." said kalzenbach. 

When Homer gave the 
memorandum w'ide cir- 
cuit mwi m the gm-ernment. 
Katrrnhach related. Kennedy 
became furious and ordered 
hun ton iihdraw all cupics. 
Later, however. Kennedy 

According to Kaiasky't 
account, the Justice Dcpor- 
tmcnt tailed to provide King 
with tfcr evidence he 
reuwstrd to suh*lanl*ate the 
allegation* against Levison 
and jusitiy tne request that he 
, cut cdl the asr^*^w^*ci. 
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King, under prod ding from 
the Attorney General SfflB 
President, agreed to stop his 
association with Levison but 
then reconsidered and 
resumed the personal and 
working relationship. "If 
anybody wants to make 
something of it Jet the m ay." 
King is reported by Kavasky 
toh*ve told Levwon 
* "According to the Ken- 
ncdvitcs. when the FBI saw 
tliat' King hadn't really broken 
with Levison. this confirmed 
Mr. Hoover s worst 
su> prions— thai King was 
either under Communist 
cooim) or s conscious fellow 
traveler." Navasky wrote. 

In all the controversy over 
the responsibility for the King 
wiretaps and buggmgs there 
has never been any sub- 
T starvation of the Hoover 



allegations against Levison 
that furnished the FBI 
rationale for the aurveiffance 
Levtson, who was away 
from his New York home 
yesterday re cu perating from 
surgery and therefore 
unavailable for comment, is 
still active in civil rights legal 
work u New York. 

In her memoir. **My Life 
-kith Martin Luther King 4r.:* 
Cnrrtta King recounted that in 
the various crises of bis 
life— from his indictment in 
Montgomery. Ala . on 
trumped-up tax falsification 
charges it. !tt6 to his 
assassination 12 years 
laicr— Levivm was always on 
hand "to offer assistance . . . 
# t ways work i ng in t he 
background, his contributtari 
h«is been indispensable/' 
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B> Laurence Stern f account whose accuracy mat 1 associate wtw- triggered the 
¥fiV«w*.^i»'iHv..w | confirmed yesterday by a '[wiretap and bulging was 
The mysterious political ! I former high-ranking Justice J being kept secrtt for "national 
influence whascnamc lii-Ffel > | Department official, iaecurity" remans rather OatL 

Tiie issue- of King's bugging privacy pounds, - ,1 

Levison's role ir. the King ' 
surveillance was described la . 
detail however, in the 1972 k 
book "Kennedy Justice" by 

Kavasky. The account 
received virtuiMy no attention 
in the news ohxJm and ndtber 
the FBI nor Justice Depart- 
Inenl bait previously 

I 



Mcu 'Jy invoked lo persuade 
Kofc: r'y. K-nn«J> to permit 
lh' v tctappinR of Martin 
LuiVr Kng Jr. was a New 
York l.tvyer v.l:« hud been a 

•i« ... r_: t 

King. O 

is- jit;t;:lf.' Lt-vhorL a 



ci*il rights i*vit\ lit ultohctpcd 
King since the days of tl»c ? FBL 
Hirmhigluim t>us boycnlt with j 
fy-Cicpa! a:H firj?nci:J ad- J 
%J,cc, accord ::.; to a 1*71 bock] 



and wiretapping during the 
Kennedy and Johnson ad- 
ministration*; v.t s revived last 
week in U.c Senate in- 

the high 
classification on Levison's 
identity accorded it.by Ibe 



mainiain*f* 




A . spokesman for the 

c?>mrr.i::« said yesterday tha 1 . 
Ihe Identity of the King 
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{KING. From Al 
mmtH on Nava sky's account if 
In the wiretap requests U. 
Oct. 7 and IS, which bor«; 
" »lhe signed ipproval of Robertl 
•F. Kennedy, then Attorney 
'General, FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover aaid the sur- 
veillance »a> necessary *"in 
vjew of the possible Com-f 

(munut influence in the racial | 
situation " Copies of the: 
authorization released by thel 
Senate committee last week 
deleted the identity of thr ' 
person named in Hoover's 
«que»t. 

Hoover memoranda bearing 
the initialed approval of 
Kennedy's successor. 
I Nicholas Katzenback, also; 
*J aaid the installation of a bug J 

J was nectary in a New York; 
City hotel r>m« because of trier \ 
, influence on King of "in- 
dividual* with subversive 
backgrounds ** 



In the testimony bit week 
an the wiretap and bugging 
case the suspected associate 
of King was described as a 
**sevxet Communist" although 
there was never any evidence 
cited publicly th.it King or his 
movement, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, m its ever under any 
form of Communist influence. 

Katzenbach testified last 
week that as't deputy to 
Kenned> he recalled seeing in 
1962 "one or more memoranda 
Slating, in substance, that an 
important secret member of 
the Communist Party, known 
to be such to the FBI, was in 
close contact with Dr. 'King 
and might be influencing the 
actions or Dr. King's 
movement in ways amicable 
to the interests of the Sov ici 
Union and contrary to thu*e of 
the United States." 

Katzenbach said ttuit 
Robert Kennedy had a 
member of the justice 
Department's civil rights 
division call upon King and 
suugest thul "it was not in his 
interest nor in the interest of 
hL movemen: to have further 



coniari wmt mi* person. 
Katzenbach did not name the 

person. ~ 

King followed the 
{ suggesJion lor a while. Kal- 
Zt-nbarb testified, but then 



King, trnder prod it ng from 
the Attorney General and 
President, agreed to stop his 
association with Levison but 
then reconsidered "'and 
resumed the personal and 
working relationship. "If 

.anybody wants to make 
something of it let them try/' 
King is reported by Navasky 
to have told Levison. 

"According to the Ken* 
nedyiles. when the FBI saw 
that King hadn't really broken 

' with Levison. this confirmed 
Mr. Hoover's worst 
suspicions— that King was 
cither 'under Communist 
control or a conscious fellow 
.traveler,*' Navasky wrote. ' 

In all the controvert) over 
the responsihilit) for the King 

' wiretaps and bugging* there 
has never been any sub- 

. sanitation of the Hoover 
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allegations against Levison 
fjiat furnished the FBI 
nitionate for the surveillance 
I Levison. who was away 
alom his New >*ork home 
yesterday recuperating from 
surgery and therefore 
unavailable for comment, is j 
stilt active in civil rights legal 
work in New York. 

In her memoir, "My Life j 
'with Martin Luther King Jr.." 
Coretta King recounted that id 
|the various crises of bis a 
ihfe— from his indictment m f 

■ St Ant wnniarv Aim Aft F 
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jtrumped-up tax falsification i 
'charges in 1955 to his 
assassination 12 years - 
later— Levjson was always on 
(hand "to offer assistance ... 

mu-avs tt-Arkinff In lht» 

_. — — — — » — — - 

background, his contribatior. 
Jhjs been indispensable." / 



Aftcmard Hun or prepared 
"a detailed mcmoranJum 
slxul Dr. King, referring to 
thr fact of Commnr.iM ir. 
Iihrjitoti it: thr movement and 
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; dun j ft if.*' said Katfnhneh 
{ When lluuver gave the 
? n - nn »ra n«LilH— wdc c i r- 
. c-uLiiitMi in Ihv government. 

Kat/rnlmli fvLdcd. Ktnincdy 
i iavaiiie tuiiinjS finu Ordered 

him to withdraw all copic; 

IjUi 1 . mwever. Kennedy 
' authorized the wiretap ^ _ 
AeriirdtiiK to \iiv.TsC> V 
' aceiiutit. tin' Ju»l«v H*i«r- 
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; with the evidence he 
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By Doc Oberdorfer 



the New 

York civil rights activist 
secretly cited by the FBI to 
aUe* aU «» the Rev. Dr.ff 
Martin Luther King Jr. wu 
under Communist Influence,' 
•ays he vat merely an FBIJ 
"scapegoat." 

Levison spoke op In ■ 
telephone interview last week 
after being identified in press 
reports as the "mysterious 
political influence" whose 
name the FBI had used In 
warnings to the highest of* 
ficials of the Kennedy ad 
ministration more than 
decade ago. 

Now 4a poor health an 
retired from most business] 
and civic activity, Levison 
said the late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover's "primary 
objective wai to 'get* Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. My 
conclusion is that I was ■ 
scapegoat Hoover was using 
for this purpose/* 

New Information about the 
FBI warnings— and the 
wiretapping and bugging of 
King— surfaced in the current 
Senate intelligence committee 

The deUilsTTIEeFBrs 
allegations against Levison 
have never been made public. 
Various reports have quoted, 
the FBI as claiming that a[ 
mysterious "secret Com-; 
munisl" close to King was * 
danger to national security. 1 

"I was never a member of 
the Communist Fsrty," said 
Levison. "I did know some 
people who were . . . Far- 



!/ 
1 



ticulerrj tn the lMOs anT** 
1940s you scarcely could bar* 
been an intellectual In New 
York withoat knowing i 

Levison said tht> iliaifwi 
against him were a cast of 
"guilt by association" com- 
pounded by allegations from a 
former business associate who 
falsely named other 
as "secret Communists*' so 
order to clear himself. 

Levison, who Is 43, caSs 
himself "a political kind of 
person." He was a prominent 
member of a New York 
businessmen's committee for 
the re-election of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt tn 1*44 
and at various times a vice 
president of the Metropolitan 
New York Council of- the 
American Jewish Congress, 
treasurer of an Episcopal 
Church magazine called The 
Churchman, an adviser in the 
organizing efforts of the Now 
York Hospital Workers Union 
and a guiding force behind the 
New York Citizen's Inoutryon 
Parole and Criminal Justice, 
He has also been an attorney, 
a real estate man, a For* 
Motor Co. dealer and to the t 
import-export business among / 
athers. / 

His most noteU'BrlBy ac J 
Uvity, as a friend, financial 
hacker and adviser of the late 
Dr. King, began during the 
days of the Montgomery bus 
boycott SO years ago. Levison 
wss introduced to King by 
Bayard R us tin, s black leader 
In New York. Levison Ad trot 
legs) work for King, and 
devised fund-raising appeals 
for King s Southern Christian 
Leadership Conferen ce. _ 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
^ ..jrejectedwaralag 

Rep. Andrew Young (D- 
# Ga.) recalls that King 
f arranged for htm to be In- 
j lerviewed by Levison before 
I hiring him as an SCLC aide In 
• the early twos. Wben 
President Kennedy warned 
King about the relationship 
with Levison in a White House 
Rose Garden conversation in 
1963, King assigned Young to 
find out from Justice 
Department officials the 
details of the "threat" which 
Levison was thought to pose. 

Despite the war- 
nings— which arose from FBI 
" reports— neither senior 

I Justice Department officials 
nor anyone else could produce 
any hard information against 
Levison, Young recalled. King 
■ flatly disbelieved the 
allegations, according to 
Young. 

i • "We knew what com- 
munism was. There had never 




J. EDGAR HOOVER 
...saldwitW "get" King 

been anything In his 
iLevison's) influence on the 
movement thai suggested 
anything more radical than 
we were suggesting ourselves 
... If anything, be was a 
conservative influence. He 
was very cautious about 
becoming involved with the 
war in Vietnam, for exam- 
ple," Young said. 

Levison said he refused on 
Fifth Amendment grounds to 
answer questions in a closed 
session of the Senate Internal 
Security Committee fa 1962. 
Levison said be did so because 

■assion— evidently baseB on 
bis former business 
associate's charg es would 
amount to an attack on King. 

In fact, he said, King's name 
never came up at the hearing, 
which centered on the names 



of New York 
unknown to him. A spoki 
•for the Senate commit! 
could find no record of 
Levison hearing in a search of 
commiuacJuki last weak. - 

Despite lack of 
Xing terminated his reiat 
with Levison for a time 
Kennedy's warnings. After 
few months, bowevt 
began calling on Levison far 
advice again. According to 
Levison, King said the 
breaking off of relations had 



King's resumed relationship 
with Levison is believed to 
have been cited by the FBI 
wben it obtained approval 
from Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy in October, 1963, 
for wiretaps on King. The 
Senate intelligence committee 
published documents leading 
to this conclusion, though 
Leviaon'sname was deleted, . 

Levison said be did adf 
believe his own telephone nan 
been routinely lapped, nor dfl 
the FBI ever interview him. M i 
was In the telephone 
book-both my business and 
residence. But nobody via 
i to see me." 



' The New York attorney aald 
Hoover was only interested in 

W_ — . Z # iJ 

wui m mnm ivr auaaang 

King. "You remember when 
Hoover called King *a 
notorious bar.' . . . Well, rm 
delighted that now the Senate 
bearings have disclosed It was 
Hoover that was a notorious 
liar rather than Martin Luther 
IUng,"I^isoo declared. < 
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This informative memorandum tcL 
discussion held 12/15/75 by Supervisor! 

Intelligence Division! with Robert UurpSy, Criminal Section 
Chief. Civil Rights Division of the Department, concerning a 
project underway involving Departmental review of King and 
related files. 

Inasmuch as we have canvassed all field offices, at 
the Department's request, for inventories of pertinent files, 
inquiry was made of Ifurphy as to whether or not the Department 
visualized some time reviewing field files. He stated that 
this might occur but, if so, it would likely be on a limited 
basis. For exanple, Departmental personnel might visit some 
key offices such as Atlanta and New York. i 

___ bit. 
Attempt was uade by| | to obtain some assessment 

as to how long this project would continue. Murphy advised 
that early next week, definitely before Christmas, the Civil 
Rights Division will furnish the Attorney General a status 
report which will emphasize the enormity of the task given them 
if all relevant files were actually to be reviewed* It is 
intended that the Attorney General be told that it is impossible 
for .the limited number of personnel now assigned to this project 
| (three individuals, including Assistant Attorney General 
Pottinger), to complete the taslt of reviewing all serials in - 
all files unless they were given years to do so. Murphy 
visualized the possibility that the Attorney General might assign 
a staff of attorneys who would work on the file review for several 
months. 



Because the Department requested a' 
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Ito bc^pvicwed tha^ofKing*s former clo 
DavitScvison,! (inquired as to the 
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Memorandum to Mr. V. H 9 Wanna 11 
Re: liar tin Luther King, Jr 9 
100-10CG70 



Department's extreme Interest In this particular file and how 
It is visualized that the Levi son investigation would have any 
bearing on the completeness of our investigation of the 
iassassination of King* ttirphy responded that its interest in 

I the Levison case stems only from their interest in insuring we 
originally had a firm basis for the King investigation. Their 
interest is also tied in with an earlier suspicion that Levison 
might have been a Bureau informant. (This natter was covered 

4n B ftY«4 Ai« IhAnAvanrliim VAnnv* + 4 « rr DAif^nffAw'e 4 4 «•«* «« I 

point and! ^dispelling any such thought to Pottinger. ) O 7 ^ 

Murphy indicated that if and when tapes are to be listened to, 
it is their intention that it be done only by Pottlnger. 

Murphy was advised that because the Department 5 s~ 
original request in this matter dated 12/4/75 aslied for 
inventories "in your field offices," we had canvassed only 
field offices, to the exclusion of Legats. He was told of our 
procedure on file destruction by .Legats- but that there sight 
be soiie material in some Legats' offices, particularly in 
llcxico City. He indicated that for the time our canvass of 
field offices only is sufficient and that we should take eo 
action as to inventorying Legats* offices. 

Finally, Murphy was briefed concerning certain material 
in our files in late ?9G3 and' early 1964 which refer to some 
differences between Mr. Hoover and the the then Domestic 
Intelligence Division os .the King an<* related investigations. 
Murphy was told that spino of Mr. Hoover's remarks written into 
the files were of a sarcastic nature and for a full understanding 
he should be a rare of the .atmosphere then existing between 
Hoover and then Assistant Director William C. Sullivan, in that 
they apparently disagreed on the interpretation of consmnist 

RECO? IJ.SUIDA TI OK : influences in racial matters. 

■ « • 

' None. For information and record pur poses. 
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In connection vith an ongoing project being handled ; v ^ 
in the IS-1 Section, INTD, wherein Deoertatnt personnel are l? v -"- 
revlevlng our files concerning Msrtln Luther King, Jr., end y^f^\ 
relfted eutters # it Is necessary that we have on hand end 
readily available all sections 9 Including JUNE folders, of 7 ' 
the files relrtlng to King and the four other setters noted 
b&iov for copy designation of this siUDran^Se These files j 
are quite voluminous ranging from 14 to 162 sections In sice. 

; ' To facilitate the sttintenance of these files in the ^ 
stoat practical »*nner for file review, it is «iggest«d^^^i;"^ i: ^:' \ 
authority be granted for their maintenance on e teaporery ~ : ; V ) 
baais in Room 4077 Edgar Hoover Building, and charged to 4 ' ^ 
Unit Chief P. E. Mugent.V "fy<«* Vd£c£uri*j ^~7t^e £^UsU/<6~T H 



.-e A V «, 



v 



RECOMMENDATION: ' : . 

— ■ '* . f t « . 

•C ^P©» approval , Records Section, files end Coseaunlca* ^ 

tlons Division, recharge the designated files^to Mr, -Vufta^/c^-.O-n 
Vhen the need no longer axlsts for this specif 1 svlntenance - | 
of these files, appropriate action will be taken to return £ 
the* to the Records Section. — ^ - -^-w,^ ^v*^VK-£i« 
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1 • 100-438794 (Comlnfll SCLC) , - . . - & t . , v - ^ , r 
i • 100-442529 (CossBunlst Influence In Racial Hstters) ; ^->r>;:l! * 
1 • 100*3-116 (CP, USA - Megro Question * Cosssunlst Influence \ 
"v." In Racial Mstters) %}X; K< .-r^ f : V^<; 

i> 100-392452 (Stanley Devi*^Uo*£4:v^ 
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J Kifig Adviser Says FBI JJsed' BE^ 
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t 



hWey*^*^**. "ww New 

Tart etTt rrn^ i tt »cttvut 

eecr* tJ> cited by th* FBI in 
allegations that the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
— der Communist influence, 
Sevft he was merely an FBI 
-teanefoat." 

Levison spoke op Id • 
taaipnmu interview last week 
■Iter being identified to press 
reports as Lbe "mysterious 
political influence" abose 
tine the FBI bad used in 
warnings to the highest ef- 
ficiaU of the Kennedy ad- 
ministration more U*b a 
decade ago. 

J Now io poor health aod 
• retired from most business 
nod civic activity. Levison 
•aid the late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover's "primary 
objective was to 'get* Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. My 
conclusion ts that I was a 
scapegoat Hoover was osing 
tor this purpose " 

New information shout the 
FBI warnings—and the 
wiretapping and bugging of 
King— surfaced in the current 
Senate Intelligence committee 
hearing* 

The details of the FBI's 
allegations spinst Levison 
have never been made public. 
Various reports have quoted 
the FBI at claiming that a 
mysterious "secret Com- 
mumst" close to King wat a* 
. dancer to national security. 

"I'wms never a member of 
the Communal Party,'* aaid 
Levison. "I did know home 
people who vera . . .(psr* 



ttcularty to the USDs ana 
IMos you scarcely could have 
been an intellectual in Kew 
York without knowing some. ** 

Levison said tbe charges 
against him were a ease of 
"guilt by association" com- 
pounded by allegations from a 
sormerbushsess associate who 
falsely named other persons 
as "secret Communists*' hi 
order Io clear himself. 

Levison, who la e, caTJs 
himself "s political kind of 
person.'' He was a prominent 
member of a New York 
businessmen's committee for 
the re-election of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt m lftM 
and at various times a vice 
president of the Metropolitan 
New York Council of the 
American Jewish Congress, 
treasurer of so Episcopal 
Church magazine caDed The 
Churchman, on adviser m the 
organizing efforts of the New 
York Hospital Workers Union 
and a guiding force behind the 
New York Citizen's Inquiry on 
Parole and Criminal Justice. 
He has also been an attorney, 
n real estate man. a Ford 
Motor Co dealer and in the 
import -export business among 
others. - 

His most noteworthy ac- 
tivity, ai a friend, financial 
backer and adviser of the Ute 
Dr. King, began during Die 
days of the Montgomery bus 
boycott 90 years ago Levison 
was introduced io King by 
Bayard Rustic, a black leader 
In New York. Levison dkJ free 
legal work for King, and 
devised fund-raising appeals 
for King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference 





J. EDGAR BOO VKR 
.amid out ledger 




MARTIN LUTHER RING JR. 
. . -rejected warning 

Rep. Andrew Young (D- 
Gs ). recalls that King 
arranged for biro to be in- 
terviewed by Levison before 
hiring him as an SCLC aide in 
the early IMOs. When 
President Kennedy warned 
King about Die relationship 
-with Levison in a White House 
Rose Garden conversation in 
1963, King assigned Young to 
find out from Justice 
Department officials the 
details of the "threat" which 
Levison wss thought to pose 

Despite 'the war- 
nings— which arose from FBI 
reports— neither senior 
Justice Department officials 
nor anyone else could produce 
'any bard information against 
Levison. Young recalled. King 
flatly disbelieved the 
allegations, according to 
Young. 

"We knew what <om v .ocvercame up at the hearing, 
animism was. There had never which centered on the 



been anything in " his 
(Levison's) influence en the 
movement that suggested 
anything more radical than 
we were suggesting ourselves 
... If anything, he wss a 
conservative influence. He 
was very cautious about 
becoming mvotved wHb the 
wsr in Vietnam, for exam- 
ple." Young said. 

Levison aaid be refused on 
'Fifth Amendment grounds so 
answer Questions In a cJosed 
session of the Senate Internal 
Security Committee In tan. 
Levison said be did so because 
he feared the 
session—evidently basfB on 
his former business 
associate's charges— would 
amount to an attsck on King. 
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STANLEY LEVISON, C7; 

, ; adviserTO dr. king 

Hew York LawyV Had a Key Role 
: In S.C.LC. Efforts to Further 
: Civil Rights Movement - 



' Stanley David Levlson. a New York 
lawyer and businessman, who was a key 
adviser to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and an important behind-the- 
scenes figure tat the Southern Christian 




Leadership Conference, died Wednesday 
at his home after a tail Illness. Mr. Levi- 
son, who lived at IS East End A' 



was 17 years old. 

As s lawyer, Mr. Ltvison pUyed ■ 
prominent role In dvil rights, peace and 
labor causes. Be was known for Ms 
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stronx support of the S.C.L C. , the 
violent group that Dr. King headed and 
iDTged into s powerful arm of the cJvll 
tights m ovement tn the lttO's. 

Andrew Young, former chief United 
testes delegate to the United Nations, 
who Is now in Douala, Cameroon, said of 
Mr.Levison: 

"Stan Levison was one of the closest 
friends Msrtin King and 1 ever had. Of all 
the unknown supporters of the dvil rights 
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, he was perhaps the most tas- 

taortant. ate never pushed his own views 
an us, but was alwsys willing to be crtO- 




RECOIIDS: TILL 
V* . FILE FA* -J7F^ 



in us. but was alwsys willing to be crttt- *, 

Q7SfP261979 > 

part of my famOy.^ • , . . _ a I "T? f ' m t^ttctt w ■>".. , y • -r '. ■**tv-; — i ^ » mh 



~ From Atlanta. Dr. King's widow, Co- 
retta Scott King, paid tribute to Mr. Levi 

•^Iw SiiiW whXiiuJ totenrnef the 
-death of Stanley Levisou. Stanley Levieon 
was more than one of my btssband's most 
loyal and supportive friends. Be was a 
trusted and dedicated adviser, a rote he 
c — wtimM to pUy to support of my work 
•t the iUnin Luther Kins Jr. Canter far 
Social Change Because be was such a 
modest man, lew people know of the mag 
trftude of his contributions to the labor, 
crvtl rights and peace m ov em e nts Be 
eras truly one of the greatest unsung 
heroes in the nonviolent struggle for ho- 
tter and social decency In 



Mr. Levtson, a real saute Investor and 
Ford dealer who was active to the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress, Safin— »yf the 
financial policies, strategy and tactics 
•sad by Dr. King and the SX.L.C. 

In the past, the Federal Bureau of b> 
wastigatlou asserted that Mr. Levtson 
was a Communist influence on the move- 
ment and used the assertion m Justify Its 
electronic monitoring of Dr. King's ac- 
tivities. v . 

The bureau sever offered any proof of 
to allegation, and friends anted mat Mr. 
Levieon was never In dicted for any ai- 
fslhue IBlVglstei as s nwinbtri of 
Party. And m m, after 




•TO> one with a modicum of 
have on nc luded that a man wltb the force 
"of intellect and fierce a 
Martin King had could 
noted bv anybo dy." 

Mr. Levtson worked for the «f f C as 
esi unpaid voiunteer. Bis son, Andrew, 
•aid chat Mr. Levtson had been emtro- 
mental m giving Dr. Xing the Mea for the 
Foot People's Campaign, the march on 
Washington thst Dr. King had 



staff 



fn pri- 



me BOO's, oju esti oned whether ft 
propriate for Mr. Levieon, an 
oanrcise such extensive teftuwncr SB mat 
tars tha uneh riy mncemed blacks. 
And President Kennedy warned Dr 
m ISO that he snout 
tit from Mr. Levlson to 

it from allegations 
Victor Navasky, said sa kes 
■ prise-winning book "Kennedy Justice.** 
ivev eruie i ms , ssr. i^evison rememi 
Influential with Dr. King until the black 
leader was silled, end verted afterward 
with Mrs. King. • 

Mr. Levtson lived to New York, 
he was bora on May 2, 1*12, the ana of 

* Barry Dudley Levtson, a hn 
" and Esther Kiretem Levfcam, 

In the early lKKTs, htr. Levieon r W ltd 
** at the University of M^p», Columbia 
University, and theNew School tor Social 
'^t esse nil before taking 
*saws degree in 1KB et St John's 
. * tj, which also awarded him a 
lews the next year 

* Mr. Levieon " 
~ Hew York in 1KB, served with 

* „ Guard aWoridWarll. and was active to 

* a variety of n isjl nu sa ia , karhsUng tie 
{ r Ford dealership, e tool and die company 

- and a nickel company . 




tews. 



Mr Levtson is survived by Ms wife, the 
termer Beatrice Merkin, a loading spe- 
cialist at the Northside Center for Child 
Development; e son, Andrew of Atlanta, 
and s brother, HoyBenaKL • 

A metnorial service wQl beheld 
Monday, Sept K at • PJn\ at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Labor ~ 



